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Languages of Maharashtra

The Language is the reflection of the culture
of any particular region. The Maharashtrian
people are known as Marathi people and their
official language is Marathi. Other dominant
languages of Maharashtra are Konkani, Hindi
and English. Marathi is an Indo Aryan
language in India and the 15% most spoken
language in the world. The origin of Marathi
dates back to 1300 years ago. Its syntax and
grammar are derived from Prakrit and Pali.
The Marathi literature has its origin in the
13" century. It is developed from the Prakrit,
which was the official language was
developed after the rise of Yadava dynasty of
Devgiri. Many famous Marathi saints such as
Saint Dnyaneshwar, Saint Eknath and Saint
Tukaram can be credited with endowing
Marathi literature with richness. There is a
plenty of excellent literature written in Marathi.
Marathi literature and Marathi drama, which
are both very progressive and rich,
encapsulate the cultural tradition of
Maharashtra very well. The ancient Marathi
literature includes the classic books written
by the popular Saints such as Dnyaneshwar,
Tukaram, Namdev, Eknath and Samartha
Ramdas. The holy Grantha Dnyaneshwari is
written by Saint Dnyaneshwar, also
considered as a milestone in Marathi
literature. Mukteshwar translated great epic
Mahabharata from Sanskrit into Marathi.
Dasbodh and Manache Shlok are written by
Ramdas. Recently great writers like
P.L.Deshpande, P.K.Atre, N.S.Phadke, Vijay
Tendulkar, Vasant Kanetkar, V.S. Khandekar
and Shivaji Savant have added richness to
the Marathi literature by their heart-touching
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-Kharat Balasaheb Sambhaji

books. Marathi dramas have preserved their
identity. Many musical dramas, comic dramas
and emotional family dramas are very popular
among the people of Maharashtra. There are
different divisions of Marathi language
according to the dialects. They are Khandeshi,
Konkani, Ahirani, Varhadi, Samavedi, Wadvali

Ahirani is spoken in Dhule, Jalgaon,
Nashik and Nandurbar. Ahirani language has
adopted some words from Hindi and Gujrati.

Khandeshi language is spoken in post
Khandesh,especially in Ravar and Yawal
Talukas. It is also called as Tawadi. Varhadi
language is spoken in the Vidarbha region.
According to the constitution of India. Konkani
is one of the twenty two official languages.
Konkan,Wadvali was usually spoken by
Wadvals, the agricultural plot owners of
Naigaon and vasai region. This dialect is
preserved by the native Roman Catholics.
Samvedi is generally spoken in the interior
regions of virar and Nala Sopara,located in
the north of Mumbai. As the name suggests,
its origin is associated with the Samvedi
Brahmins. Marathi is mostly spoken in Andhra
Pradesh. Due to Globalization, influence of
English is increasing in the younger
generation. The Government of Maharashtra
has declared that English should be taught as
the second language from the first standard.
Hindi and English are also widely used
languages in Maharashtra, in the urban areas.
The capital city Mumbai is the cosmopolitan
city and many other languages are also spoken
such as Punjabi, Urdu, Hindi, English and
Sinddhi etc..
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Sant Dnyaneshwar (1275-1296) in
Marathi (also known as Dnanadeva) or
Dnyaneshvar was a thirteenth century rebeler
saint-poet in Maharashtra. He was a yogi born
in a socially marginalized high cast family.
He was the first noteworthy proponent of
Bhagwat Dharma, a saint of Bhakti (devotional
worship) tradition of Hinduism. Dnyaneshwar
composed Bhavarthdeepika or Dnyaneshwari
to explain sacred knowledge of the holy book
Bhagwadgeeta to the masses. He took
sanjeevan Samadhi, a yogic path to salvation
by giving up life at the young age of 21. Sant
Dnyaneshwar was born in a Deshastha
Yajurvedi Brahmin family by Vitthalpant
Kulkarni and Rukminibai, at Apegaon in the
Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra, India.
He was the second of their four children. His
elder brother was Nivrattinath, and younger
brother was sopandev and his sister was
Muktabai. Vitthalpant, a devoted Brahmin,
had earlier left his home to attain a hermit’s
life. A sannyasi returning to family life was
unacceptable to the establishment, and a
social boycott, was called on this poor family,
the couple and children suffered much with
the boycott, but kept on with their spiritual
knowledge, unable to bear this social brunt,
the couple committed what was perhaps a
suicide in the deep waters of river Ganga as
an atonement for their actions. However, that
didn't save the children from social wrath.
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Sant Dnyaneshwar
- Shinde Sadashiv Dattarao

Dnyaneshwar and his brothers were denied
basic needs like food and water. The children
continued their path of spiritual knowledge.
This knowledge and some uncommon
experiences from their yogic life finally gave
all four children the place they deserved in
the society. Sant Dnyaneshwar took sanjivan
Samadhi at Alandi in Pune district of
Maharashtra India. Sant Dnyaneshwar’s
writing is a combination of scholarly
intelligences and poetic beauty. He alone with
sant Namdev propagated the Warkari
tradition, that has been alive for over 700
years. It's major works include the Bhavarth
Deepika/ Dnyandevi, popularly known as the
Dnyaneshwari, a commentary on the Bhagvad
Geeta written in Marathi Dnyaneshwari is one
of the three sacred books or prasthantrayi of
Bhagwad Dharma. (Locally called the warkari
moevment) Nearly a thousand Marathi
devotional songs (Abhanga) the
Amritanubhava is the work in which he has
stated his own philosophy, also called
chitvilasavaada. The works of Dnyaneshwar
and his siblings have influenced the Marathi
culture to this day. The poetry of Dnyaneshwar
and Muktabai is still very popular in
Maharashtra even after 700 years. Nivrutinath
elder brother of Dnyaneshwar,was an
authority in nath sect. Dnyaneshwar accepted
his elder brother as his Guru. After
Dnyaneshwar, Nivruttinath travelled with his
sister on a pilgrimage along Tapi river where
they were caught in a thunderstorm and mukta
lost in it and never treced. Nivruttinath took
to salvation (samadhi) at triambakeshwar.
Sopandev younger brother attained Samadhi
at Saswad near Pune. Muktabai the youngest
of the siblings.Muktabai (Muktai) was known
for her simple and straight expression of
thoughts.

HENR
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Medla of Maharashtra is diversified. It
includes the print media, radio stations and
television channels.

1) Print Media:

The newspapers and magazines
constitute the print media of Maharashtra.
The daily newspapers in Maharashtra are
published in Marathi, Hindi and English. Some
of the popular Marathi newspaper in
Maharashtra are Maharashtra Times,
Kesari,Lokmat, Sakal, Pudhari, Samna,
Loksatta and Aikya. Mumbai Mid-day E-paper
is the online version of the evening newspaper.
Daily news analysis. Gomantak Times, Times
of India, The Indian Express are some of the
famous English newspapers. Nav Bharat
Times is the newspaper published in Hindi
language. The newspaper of Bombay
Samachar is published from Mahrashtra, in
Gujrati language. The newspapers and
magazines constitute the print media of
Maharashtra. The daily newspapers in
Maharashtra are published in Marathi, Hindi
and English.

2) Radio station —

There are many broad casting and relay
centers of all India Radio (Akashvani) in the
state of Maharashtra. There are several FM
and AM radio channels, which are aired in
various cities of Maharashtra. Vividh Bharati,

81

Media of Maharashtra
- Shaikh Afsar

that provides different entertainment
programs, is very popular throughout the
state. Now days, Radio Mirchi has become
extremely popular. Some of the famous radio
stations in Maharashtra are :
: Vividh Bharati
Radio Mirchi
All India Radio
Gyan Vani
Red FM
Radio City
Radio One
These radio stations provide the daily
news and various entertaining programs.
3) Television Channels
The television is the visual media of
Maharashtra. Previously, Doordarshan was
the only television channel of air news, views
and entertainment through the audio-visual
medium. Now days, many private channels
are launched. In 1998, a full blown Marathi
channel was launched by Doordarshan. It is
known as DD-Sahyadri. The Zee Network
launched their Marathi channel known as
Alpha Marathi in 1999. Now it is known as
Zee Marathi. It provides various quality
programs such as theatre reviews, breakfast
shows, Spirituality Satire, etc. Many new
channels such as ETV Marathi, Adhikari
brothers have launched a new channel known
as Mi Marathi at the beginning of 2007. There
was also the launching of the First that is Z
24 Tass Marathi news channel in 2007. Very
recently, a new channel known as Zee Talkies.
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Medha Patkar Known and loved by
millions of villagers and city of India and the
world over and founder of the Narmada
Bachao Andolan and National Alliance of
people’s movement. She was born on 1
December 1954 in Bombay. Her father fought
in India’s independence movement and later
was a trade unionist. Her mother worked in
women’s organization named Swadhar. After
earning an M.A. Social work from the Tata
Institute of Social Science. She worked with
voluntary organizations in Mumbai slums for
5 years as well as tribal districts of North east
Gujrat for 2 years. She left her position on
the facility of Tata institute of Social Science
as well as her unfinished Ph.D. she was
immersed in the tribal and peasant
communities in Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujrat. Eventually organized the
Narmda Bacho Andolan. The Narmda Bacho
Andolan was a fight for information about the
Narmda valley development projects and
other large dams along the Narmda
river.Eventually when it become clear that the
magnitude of the project perched accurate
assessment of damages and losses, that the
rehabilitation was impossible, the movement
challenged the very basis of the project and
questioned its claim to “Development”.

Among Inida’s most dynamic activists,
medhatai or Medha didi, as she is called by
school children and police alike, knows the
Narmada valley hamlet by hamlet. Equally
feet footed on the narrow mountain path with
only a torch and the light of the moon and
stars, or on the Indian Railway where all the
ticket collector (TCS) are familiar with her
traveling karyalaya documents banners,
pamphlets... Metha Patkar follow the truth to
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Medha Patkar
- Mohmmad Aslam

its liar veteran of several facts, monsoon
Satyagrahas on the banks of the rising
Narmda, her uncompromising insistence on
the right of life and livelihood has compelled
the post- Independence generation in India
as well as around the world to revisit the basic
questions of natural resources, human right
environment, and development, facing police
boasting and many tail terms on the way. She
contrives of believe in the best of people and
the democratic system.

She has won our police and even
government officers through her simple faith
in fustice and comprehensive analysis of the
facts at recent occupation by the Narmda
Bachao Andolan of the ministry of water
resources in Delhi. A police officer was a
heard saying on his mobile phone but this is
not a law and order problem. Linking the
movement thoughts in India Medha Patkar is
a converter of the National Alliance of peoples
moment into a non electoral, secular impartial
practical alliance apposed to Globalization,
liberalization based economic policy and for
alternative development paradigm and plans.
She has served as a commissioner to the
World Commissions on Dams the first
independent global commission constituted to
enquire and the water power and alternative
issues, related to dams across the world.
Talking up a two pronged approach of
sangharsh (struggle) and hirman (constructive
work ) Medhatai has worked with villagers
and community groups to develop energy,
water harvesting and education for tribal
children. The reva teevanshala using both and
local syliet taught by local teacher in the local
language is a system of non residential schools
and four day school in the tribal villages of
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Gujrat.
Medha patkar has received numorous
awards, including the Dinanath Mangeshkar
award, Mahatma Fule award Right Live hood
award Gold Man Environment prize Green
Ribbon award for best international political
complainer by BBC and the human rights
defenders awards from amnesty International



Sachin Tendulkar
- Sachin Kishorrao Vaidya

Sachin Ramesh Tendulakar is born on
24 April 1973 in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India.
He has also so many nick names such as Little
Master, Tendlya, The God of Cricket, Master
Blaster, the Master and the Little Champion.

Sachin Tendulakar is an Indian
Cricketer widely regarded as one of the
greatest batsmen in the history of cricket. He
is the leading run-scorer and century maker
in test and one-day international cricket. He
is the only male player to score a double
century in the history of ODI cricket. In 2002
just 12 years into his career. Wisden ranked
him the seond greatest Test batsman of all
time, behind * Donald Bradman’, and second
greatest one-day international batsman of all
time, behind ‘Viv Richards’, In September 2007,
the Australian leg spinner* Shane warne’ stated
Tendulkar is one of the greatest player though
he has played with or against. He is sometimes
referred to as the Little Master or the Master
Blaster. Tendulkar is seen as an inspiration not
only by cricketers but also by many other
international sportspersons. Tendulkar is the
First and the only player in Test Cricket history
to score fifty centuries in all international cricket
combined now he has made 97" centuries in
international cricket on 17 October 2008 When
he surpassed ‘Brian Lara’s record for the most
runs scored in test cricket, he also became
the first batsman to score 12,000,13,000 &
14,000 runs in that form of the game, having
also been the third batsman and first Indian to
pass 11,000 runs in test cricket.

He was also the First player to score
10,000 runs in One-day internationals, and also
the first player to cross every subsequent 1000
run mark that has been crossed in ODI cricket
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history and 200 runs in a one-day international
match. In the fourth test of the ‘Border-
Gavaskar’ Trophy against Australia, Tendulkar
surpassed Australia’s ‘Allan Border’ to become
the player to cross the 50 run make the most
number of times in test cricket history and
also the second ever player to score 11t test
centuries against Australia, tying with 'Sir Jack
Hobbes’ of England more than 70 years
previously.

Tendulkar passed 30,000 runs in
international cricket on 20 November, 2009,
and has been honored with the ‘Padma
Vibhushan’ award India’s second highest
civilian award. And the ‘Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna’ award, India’s highest sporting honour.
Tendulkar became the first sportsperson &
the first personality without an aviation
background to be awarded the honorary rank
of ‘Group Captain by the Indian Air Force’. He
won the 2010 Sir Garfield sobers Trophy for
cricketer of the year at the ICC awards. On
28 January 2011, he also won the ‘Castrol

Indian cricketer of the year’ award.
HEN
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Business and Economy of Maharashtra

Maharashtra has a flourishing economy which
is based on the edifice of a strong
infrastructure. The state has a sound
economic and social infrastructure. The
economic infrastructure includes the roads,
airports, railways, ports, telecom and power.
Education and training, tourism and health
services are included in the social
infrastructure. Maharashtra accounts for
about 17 percent of the foreign direct
investment that is received by the country and
13 percent of the national industrial output.
The states favorable economic policies of
1970’s have flourished by the business and
economy of Maharshtra, thereby making it the
leading industrial state of the country. 46
product of Maharashtra Governments have
also contributed to the growth and
development of the economy and
infrastructure. But despite being a highly
industrialized state agriculture is the main
occupation of the people of Maharashtra.
Approximately 64 percent of the labour force
of Maharashtra is emplyed in agriculture. The
principle food product of Maharashtra are
jowar, wheat, bazra, rice, onions, mangoes,
oranges, bananas, grapes and pulses. Tobacco
groundnut, sugarcane, turmeric and cotton are
the primary cash crops of the state. The total
area used for the cultivation of crops is about
33,500 square kilometers. The two main
industries in Maharashtra are textiles and
sugar.

Maharashtra’s sugar industry has
made great progress in the cooperative sector.
Pharmaceuticals, food processing,
electronics, petrochemicals, chemicals in the
state. Other important industries products,
wine, machine tools, plastic wares,
engineering goods and steel and iron castings.
The animal husbandry is also an important
industry in Maharashtra. The cattle are reared
for milk and milk products, flesh and leather
Mumbai, the capital city of Maharashtra, is
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-Nagesh Balasaheb Kale

known as the financial capital of the country.
It has played a pivotal role in the business
and economy of Maharashta and India.
Mumbai has a good collection of various
industries like the cotton industry, electricity,
the chemical industry, manufacturing
electrical machinery and transport
equipments.

The metropolis also abounds in small
scale industries like power loom, handloom,
blacksmithing, dying and painting, soap
making and carpentry. Mambai has the three
most important financial centers of India such
as the Mumbai stock exchange, the Reserve
Bank of India and the National Stock
exchange. The Mumbai Stock Exchange was
founded in 1875, and it serves as the
barometer of India’s business and economy.
The stock exchange was completely
computerized in the year 1995. Mumbai is one
of the cities in India that are developing very
rapidly as fast as economy is concerned from
its establishment in 1 April 1935. Mumbai has
served as the head office of RBI. The RBI is
called as the mother of all the banks of
financial institutions in the country.

The National Stock Exchange was
formed due to the suggestions of various
financial institutions. The purpose behind that
was to make the easy access to the stock
markets available equally for all the investors.
The NSE started its work in the wholesale
Debt Market in June 1994. Besides these
financial centres, Mumbai contains the
headquarters of most of the banks and
financial organizations. There are many huge
information technology parks situated in Pune,
Mumbai, Nashik, Aurangabad and Nagpur.
Maharashtra ranks first in the generation of
nuclear and thermal electricity.

Mumbai is the centre of Indian film
industry which is populorly known as
Bollywood, and also the television industry.



Tourism of
Maharashtra #

-

Mahrashtra has many wonderful
tourist destinations which allures tourist from
everywhere all hues. Maharashtra has
beautiful beaches, magnificent ports,
countless mountains and a colorful cultural
mosaic that is pluralistic and vibrant, in its
ambit. The state, with its many idyllic locales,
has emerged as an ideal tourist destination.
Maharashtra’s climate is a tropical monsoon
type. The overage temperature varies from
25 to 27 centigrade throughout the year.
Hence it is very convenient for the tourists to
visit Maharashtra anytime in the year. The
official language of maharashtra is Marathi.
However, the communication in Hindi and
English is also common in the urban areas of
state. Hence, the tourists will not face much
difficulty in communication. All these factors
give tourism in Maharashtra a fillip.

- Vaidya Vishwnath Narhar
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Furthermore, the transportation facilities in

Maharashtra are also very convenient. There

are airports in Mumbai, Nagpur, Nashik, Pune,

Solapur and Aurangabad. Different cities in

the state are well connected with the roads

and railways, private taxies and cars are also

available on hire to explore different cities.

Maharashtra houses many good hostels that

provide excellent accommodation facilities.
You can explore Maharashtra. Main

attractions during tourism of Maharashtra

which includes:

- Cities of Maharashtra

= Caves

= Beaches

= Hill stations

= Forts

= Temples and other landmarks

- Wildlife parks
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Cities of Maharashtra-

Maharashtra has several small and
big cities. Mumbai, the capital city of
Maharashra, is known as the financial capital
of country. It has great commercial
importance and is a home to many small and
large industries. Gateway of India, prince of
wales museum, Kamla Nehru park, hanging
garden and chowpatty beach are the
important tourist attractions of Mumbai. Other
important cities in Maharashtra are Pune,
Aurangabad, Kolhapur, Amravati,
Jalgaon,Solapur, Chandrapur, Thane, Nashik
and Khandala. Pune is the largest city in the
Maharashtra and also second largest city and
the cultural capital of Maharashtra. The main
attraction of Pune is Shaniwarwada, Parvati
Hill and Temple,sinhgad, Saras Bag,
Khadakwasla Dam and Aga Khan palace.
Nashik is one of the holy cities in Maharashtra.
Caves and Forts Tourism in Maharashtra—

Tourism in Maharashtra s
incomplete without its caves and
forts.Maharashtra is the perfect place for
those who want to explore the past. It is
blessed with hundreds of prehistoric caves
and more than 350 forts. The remnant of such
mighty forts represents the velour and glory
of brave Maratha warriors. Some of the
popular forts in Maharashtra are Daultabad
fort.Ghodbunder fort, Sinhgad, Raigad,
Bossein fort, Murud-Harani, Murud
janjira,Panhala, Sindhudurg and Vijaydurg
Toursim of Maharashtra is incomplete without
visting those forts. Many treks can be
arranged on these forts.

Beaches —

Maharashtra has about 720 km.long
sea-shore, ranging from Bordi and Dahanu
in the north to Goa in south. You can enjoy
sun bathing and some thrilling water sports
and the pollution free and serene beaches of
the state. Some of the most popular beaches
in Maharashtra are Ganpatipule, Tarkarli,
Shriwardhan-Harihareshar, Velneshwar,
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Manori and Gorai, Vengurla, Malvan,Dahanu,
Bordi, Mandwa and Kihim and Juhu beach.
Hill station-

If you want to spend your summer
holidays in cool, pollution free atmosphere
close to the nature then you must visit the hill
station of Maharashtra. Maharashtra has
some beautiful hill stations such as Matheran,
Amboli, Lonavala, Khandala, Mahabaleshwar,
Malshej Ghat, Panhala, Panchgani and
Toramal.

Museums-

Some of the amazing museums in
Maharashtra are Natural history society,
Bharata Hibasa Sanshodhak Mandal, Heras
Institute of Indian History and culture, Nehru
science center, Jehangir Nicholson Museum
of Modern Art, prince of wales Museum and
Raja Dinkar Kelkar Museum.

Temples-

Maharashtra has number of temples, which
are thronged by devotees year round. Ganpati
temple in Ranjangaon, Kala Rama Temple in
Nashik, Mahalakshmi Temple of Kolhapur,
Trymbakeshwar Temple at the
Tryambakeshwar near Nashik. Siddhi Vinayak
temple in Mumbai, can offer some of the
important religious sojourns for the tourists.
Wild life parks-

Maharashtra has a number of natural parks
and wild life sanctuaries which can afford you
wonderful glimpses of an exotic array of
wildlife. Melghat Tiger Reserve, Dajipur Bison.
Sanctuary, Tadoba national park and
Navegaon forest resort and some of the
destinations where intrepid tourists can view
wildlife in there wild glory. Bison, wild deer,
neelgai, gawa, crocodile, sambar, rare
migratory birds and of course the tiger can
be found in these forests, all in their natural
habitat. Your jeep can ride through their
unspoiled territory in the day; or you may opt
for a night safari to see them at their wild
best.



-Prafull Kishorrao Vaidya

Maharashtra is blessed with a rich
and diversified cultural heritage. The state has
several communities belonging to different
religions and a number of festivals with the
spirit of exuberance. Some of the popular
festivals that are celebrated in Maharashtra
are Diwali, Ganesh Chaturthi, Gudhi Padwa,
Dasara, Nag Panchmi,Gokul Ashtmi, Narali
Pournima, pola,Makar Sankranti, Banganga
festival and Holi. Ganesh Chaturthi is the most
important Festival of Maharashtra and an
integral part of the culture of Maharashtra. It
is being celebrated in the month of August/
September. It is performed to celebrate the
mythical birth anniversary of Lord Ganesha.
Here the idols of Lord Ganesha are placed on
decorated seats, in raised platforms, in homes
or elaborately decorated tents and are being
venerated by the people. The sizes of the
Ganpati idols vary forms 3/4 of an inch to 25
feet. The culmination of this 11 day long
festival ends in a frenzy as crowds spill on
the streets to immerse their idols in the water.

The procession is marked by singing
and dancing and an over whelming spirit of
gaiety pervades the atmosphere. In
Mumbai,Ganesh Chaturthi festival can give a
fair indication of the euphoria of the
Maharastrian people regarding this festival and
besides being a festive occasion. It is also a
tourist attraction for the outsider in itself. Diwali
is considered the greatest festival of the
Hindus. It is popular all over India. This festival
of lights is celebrated for four days. Pune
Festival, Ellora Festival and Elephanta caves
festival are the regional festivals that are
celebrated in Pune. Aurangabad and Mumbai
respectively.

The Muslim communities celebrate
the festivals like Id and Moharam. As
Maharashtra’s capital Mumbai is a
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Culture of Maharashtra

cosmopolitan city, it has sizeable packets of
Christian population. They celebrate their
festivals like Christmas, which also attracts
active participation from all other
communities. As Maharashtra people are very
religious, there are many temples in different
regions of Maharashtra. These temples are
very old and many of them have a singular
architectural style, which is the combination
of South and North Indian styles. They
represent the Hindu, Jain and Buddhist culture
of Maharashtra.All of which have strong
historical linkages. Some of the religious
destinations in Maharashtra are Pandharpur,
Ashtavinayak (Eight temple sites of Lord
Ganesha). Bhimashankar, Kolhapur, Tuljapur
and Nashik.There are also many churches in
Maharashtra.

The folk dances are an integral part
of the culture of Maharashtra. Various folk
dances are performed during the festivals and
on special occasions. They are
representatives of the rich cultural heritage
of Maharashtra. some of the popular folk
dances in Maharashtra are Lavani, Dhangari
Gaja, Povadas, Koli dance and Tamasha. Dindi
and Kala are the religious folk dance. Culture
of Maharashtra is very glorious with a great
variety. It gives a unique identity to the state.
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History of Establishment of Maharashtra
- Siddiqui Adiba farzeen Md. Salemmoddin

Maharashtra is a state located in India. The
word Maharashtra comes form Sanskrit word
Maha means ‘Great’ and Rashtra means
*Nation’, thus rendering the name Maharashtra
(Great Nation).

It is the second most popular after
Uttar Pradesh and third largest state by area
in India. Itis richest state in India, contributing
to 15% of the countries industrial output and
13.2% of GDP in 2005-06.

Maharashtra is boarded by Arabian
sea to the west, Gujarat to the north west,
Madhya Pradesh to the north east, Karnataka
to the south, Andhra Pradesh to the south east
and Goa to the southwest. The state covers
an area of 307, 731 km? or 9.84% of the total
geographical area of India.

Mumbai, the capital city of the state,
is India’s largest city and financial capital of
nation. Marathi is the language of
Maharashtra. In 17 century, the Marathas rose
under the leadership of chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj against the Mughals who were ruling
a large part of the India.

By 1760, Maratha power had reached
it's zenith with a territory of over 250 million
areas or one third of Indian sub continent after
the third Anglo-Maratha war, the empire ended
and most of Maharashtra became part of
Bambay state under a British raj.

After Indian independence, Sanyukta
maharashtra Samiti demanded unification of
all Marathi speaking regions under one state.
At that time Bharat Ratna Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar was of opinion that linguistic
reorganization of states should be done with
“one state one language” principle and not
with “one language one state principle. He
submitted a memorandum to the
reorganization commission stating that™ Single
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Government can not administer such a huge
state as united Maharashtra.

The first state reorganization
committee created the current Maharashtra
state on 1 May 1960 (known as Maharashtra
day). The Marathi speaking areas of Bombay
state, Deccan part and Vidarbha united, under
the agreement known “Nagpur Pact”, to form
the current state. The nashik Gazetteer states
that in 246 BC Maharashtra is mentioned as
one of the places to which mauryan emperor
Ashoka sent an embassy.

The name Maharashtra also
appeared in a 7th century inscription in the
account of Chinese traveler, Hiuen Tsang.
Pre-Medieval history :-

With the disintegration of the Mauryan
Empire, a local Satavahanas came into
Maharashtra between 230 BC and 225 BC the
period saw the biggest cultural development
of Maharashtra.

The satavahana’s official language
was maharashtri, which later developed into
Marathi. The great ruler Shalivahan started
the new calendar, still used by Maharashtrian
people as the Indian national calendar.
Islamic Rule:-

Maharashtra came under the Islamic
influence for the first time after, Delhi sultanate
rulers Ala-ud-din Khilji and later Mohammad
bin Tughlug conquered parts of the Decan in
the 13 century. Mohammad bin Tughlug
temporarily shifted his capital from Delhi to
Daultabad in Maharashtra. In Maharashtra
split into and was ruled by Five Shahdoms
:namely “Nizamshah” of Ahmednagar,
“Adilshah” of Bijapur, “"Qutubshah” of
Govalkonda, “Bidarshah” of Bidar and
“Imadshah” of Berar. Aurangabad founded by
Malik Amber in the 17th.century had a



rigorous water supply system and often
challenged the might of the Mughals.

Rise of Marathas :

Maratha Empire :-

The Maratha Empire in 1760. The last
Hindu empire of India. Chhatrapati Shivaji
Raje Bhosale, founder of the Maratha Empire
By the early 17* century, the Maratha Empire
began to take root. Shahaji Bhosale, an
ambitious local general in the employ of
Mughals and AdilShah of Bijapur, at various
time attempted to establish his independent
rule. The attempts succeeded through his son
Shivaji Bhosale. who was crowned king in
1674. Shivaji constantly battled with the
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb and Adil Shah of
Bijapur. By the time of his death in 1680, Shivaji
has created a kingdom covering most of
Maharashtra and nearly half of India today
(except Aurangabad). shivaji's son and
successor Chhatrapati Sambhaji Bhosale
became the ruler of Maratha kingdom in 1680.
Peshwas :-

ThePeshwas (Prime ministers) played
an important role in expanding the Marathas
empire. By 1760, the Maratha Empire spread
across parts of Punjab in today’s Pakistan),
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Utter
Pradesh, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Chattisgarh and Karnataka. Peshwa
Balaji Vishwnath, of the Bhat Family and his
son, Bajirao, bureaucratized the Maratha
state.

British role and Post Independence :-

BalGangadhar Tilak, the “Father of the
Indian unrest and Hindu nationalism”. The
arrival and subsequent involvement of the
British East India company in Indian politics,
the Marathas and the British foughts the three
Anglo Maratha wars Between 1777 and 1818.

The British governed the region as
part of the Bombay presidency, which spanned
an area from Karachi in Pakistan. The largest
princely states in territory of present day
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Maharashtra were Nagpur, Satara and
Kolhapur.

A large part of present day
Maharashtra called as “Marathwada remained
part of the Nizam’s Hyderabad during British
rule.

At the beginning of the 20% century,
the struggles for independence took shape
led by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, and the
moderates like Justice Mahadev Govind
Ranade, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Vinayak
damodar Savarkar, Pheroz Shah Mehta and
Dadabhai Naoroji.

In 1942, the quit India Movement
was called by Gandhi. After Inida’s
independence in 1947, the princely states
were integrated into the India union and the
Decan states including Kolhapur were
integrated into Bombay state, which was
created from the former Bombay presidency
in 1950.

On 1 May 1960, following mass
protests for the creation of separate Marathi
speaking state. Maharashtra came into
existence when Bombay presidency state was
split into the new linguistic states of
Maharashtra and Gujarat.

g fl' :
J |'_
Yashwantrao Chavan became the first
chief Minister of Maharashtra.
Geography :-
Geography of Maharashtra :-
Pune is located at the confluence of
Mula and Mutha rivers. The Arabian sea in

Mahad Maharashtra encompasses an area of
308,000 km?, and is the third largest state in
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India. It is borded by states of Madhya
Pradesh to north, Chhattisgarh to the east,
Andhra Pradesh to the south east, Karanataka
to the south and Goa to the southwest. The
Arabian sea makes up Maharashtra’s west
coast.

Kalsuba, a peak in the sahyadris near
nasikcity is the highest elevated point in
Maharashtra. The Western Ghats from one
of the three watersheds of India, from which
many south Indian rivers originate, notable
among them being Godavari river and Krishna,
which flow eastward into the Bay of Bengal.
There are many multi state irrigation projects
in development, including Godavari river Basin
irrigation projects.

The plateau is composed of black
basalt soil, rich in humus. This soil is well
suited for cultivation cotton and hence is often
called as ™ black cotton soil”. Northen
Maharashtra boots for the production of
bananas. Jalgaon district is the largest
producer of banana in India. Western
Maharashtra, which include the districts of
Nashik, Ahmadnagar, Pune, Satara, Solapur,
Sangli and kolhapur, is a prosperous belt
famous for it's sugar factories farmers in the
region are economically well off due to fertile
land and good irrigation.
Hill stations of Maharashtra :-

Maharashtra has several breathsta
king hill views and hill stations. Most of these
were established during the British colonial
rule, as a treat from the scorching summer
heat. These hill stations attract native and
foreign tourists in large numbers.

Some popular hill stations are
Matheran, Lonavala, Khandala,
Mahabaleshwar, Panchgani, Bhandardara,
Malshej Ghat, Amboli, Chikhaldara, Panhala,
Sawantwadi, Toranmal, Jawhar.... etc.
Places of scientific Significance :-

Lonar Craterlake :-

A crater lake is situated on the

outskirts of Lonar town in district Buldhana,
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Maharashtra. The size and age make it the
largest and oldest meteoric cater in the world.
Today,Lonar Lake is the third largest
natural salt-water lake in the world. The
peculiarity about the Lonar crater is that it is
almost perfectly circular in shape. Apart from
scientific significance Lonar also occupies a
place of prominence in ancient Indian script.
According to Sanskrit literature, Lonar
was called as ‘Viraj Kshetra’.
Protected areas of Maharashtra :-

Several wildlife, national parks and
project Tiger reserves have been created in
Mahrashtra, with the aim of conserving the
rich bio-diversity of the region as of May 2004,
India has 92 national parks, of which five are
located in Maharashtra. A large percentage
of Maharashtra’s forests and wildlife lies in
the zadiprantha (Forest rich regions) of far
eastern Maharashtra.

The Sanjay Gandhi park, the world’s
largest national park within city limits.
Navegaon National Park :-

It is located near Gondia in eastern
region of Vidarbha, is home to many species
of birds, deer, and bears and leopards.
Nagzira wildlife Sanctuary :-

It lies in Tirogra Range of Bhandara
forest divsion in Gondia district of Vidarbha
region. The sanctuary is enclosed in arms of
nature and adnored with exquisite landscape.
The sanctuary consist of a range of hill with
small lakes within it's boundary.

Tadoba Andhari Tiger project :-

It is prominent tiger reserve near
chandrapur in Vidarbha. It is 40 km. away fro
chandrapur.

Pench National Park :-

It is in Nagpur district, extends into
Madhya Pradesh as well. It has now been
upgraded into a Tiger project.

Chandoli National Park :-

It is located in Sangli district having

a vast variety of flora and fauna.



Gugamal National Park :-

It is also known as Melghat tiger
Reserve located in Amravati district. It is 80
km. away from Amravati.

Sanjay Gandhi National Park :-

It is also known as ‘Borivali national
Park’ is located in Mumbai and is the world’s
largest National park within city limits.
Sagareshwar wildlife sanctuary :-

It is a man made wildlife sanctuary
situated 30 km. from Sangli.

Maldhok Sanctuary :-

It is situated in Solapur district. Some
of it's part is in Ahmednagar district.

The Sanctuary is far a bird which is sometimes
known as ‘The Great Indian Bustard".

Maharashtra has 35 wildlife
sanctuaries spread all over the state. Phansad
wildlife sanctuary and the Koyna wildlife
sanctuary are the important ones.
Economy :-

Favourable economic policies in the
1970’s led to Maharashtra becoming India’s
leading industrial state in the last quarter of
20th century. Over 41% conglomerates have
corporate offices in Maharashtra. However,
region within Maharashtra show wild disparity
in development Mumbai, Pune, Nasik,
Aurangabad and western Maharashtra are the
most developed. These areas also dominate
the politics and bureaucracy of the state. This
has led to resentment among less developed
regions like parties emerging in
Maharashtra’s politics specially Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) (Marathi) based
regional political party operating on the motto
of “Son of the soil” founded on the March 9,
2006 in Mumbai by Raj Thackray after he left
Shiv Sena. The 2009 election saw the
congress-NCP alliance winning with clean
sweep to the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance.
Revenues of Government :-

This is a chart of own tax revenues
(exuding the shares from union fax pool) &
non-tax revenues of the Government of
Maharashtra assessed by the finance
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in millions of Indian rupees.
Yearown Tax Revenues Yearown Non-
tax Revenues

2000 198.821
2000 26.030
2005 332.476
2005 30.536

Judiciary : Main article :-
Bombay high Court :-

The Bombay is also home to Bombay
High court which has jurisdiction over the
state of Maharashtra, Goa and union
Territories of Daman and Div and nadra and
Nagpur Haveli, with the benches being at
Nagpur and Aurangabad in Maharashtra and
Panaji, goa, The Bar Council is represented
by 25 selected numbers from the above
territory. This Bar council select one
representive to the Bar council of India as
it's member and also select a chairman and
vice-chairman for the council. The tenure of
the entire council is five years.

Education and Social development :-

Maharashtra has good human
resource development infrastructure in terms
of educational institutions 301 engineering/
diploma colleges, 616 industrial training
institutes and 24 Universities. It is home to
institutions like centre for Development of
Advanced computing (C-DAC) which
developed India’s Supercomputer, Indian
institute of Technology, Bombay,
visvesvaraya National institute of Technology
(VNIT), Veermata Jijabai Technological
Institute (VJTI).

University Department of chemical
technology college of Engineering Pune
(COEP), Government College of Engineering
Aurangabad, Government College of
Engineering Karad, Walchand College of
Engineering Sangli (WECS), Shri Guru Gobind
Singhji institute of Engineering and
Technology Nanded and top management
institutions.
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Rajabai Clock Tower at the University
of Mumbai. The literacy rate is well above the
national average at 77.27%. University of
Mumbai one of the largest universities in the
world in terms of the number of graduates.
The Indian institute of technology (Bombay) ,
Veermata Jijabai Technological institute and
university institute of chemical technology
which are India’s premier engineering and
technology schools and SNDT Women’s
University at the other autonomous Universities
in Mumbai Government Law college and
sydenham College, respective the oldest Law
and commerce College, in India, are based in
Mumbai. The Sir J. J .School of Art is Mumbai’s
oldest art institution.

Maharashtra is the second most
urbanized state with urban population of 42%
of whole population. Maharashtra is India’s
leading industrial State contributing 15% of
national industrial output and 40% of India’s
revenue 64.14% of the people are employed
in agriculture.

Major industries in Maharashtra
include chemical and allied products, electrical
and non-electrical machinery, textiles,
petroleum and allied products, other important
industries include metal products, wine,
jewelry, pharmaceuticals, engineering goods,
machine tools, steel and iron casting and
plastic wares. “Food Crop” include mangoes,
grapes, bananas, oranges, wheat, rice, jawar,
bajra, and pulses.

“Cash Crop” include groundnut,
cotton, sugarcane, turmeric and tobacco.The
net irrigated area totals 33,500 square km.

Mumbai, the administrative capital of
Maharashtra and the financial capital of India,
huses the headquarters of almost all major
banks, financial institutions, insurance
companies and mutual funds in India. After
success in the information Technology in the
neighboring states, Maharashtra has set up
software parks in Pune, Mumbai, Navi mumbai,
Aurangabad, Nagpur and Nashik. Now
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Maharashtra is the second largest exporter
of software with annul exports of 18,000
crore.

Jawaharlal Nehru port Trust in Navi
Mumbai is the busiest part in India.
Chhatrapati Shivaji international Airport in
Mumbai is the busiest airport in South Asia
as per passenger volume.The Coast of
Maharashtra has been shipbuilding centre for
many centuries. This is reflected by the
number of companies operating shipyard at
Ratnagiri and the upcoming Rajpur Shipyards
at Rajapur a part from the state owned
Magazon Dock limited at Mumbai.

Mumbai is the home for
world’slargest film industry Bollywood, Hindi
filmmaking industry. Maharashtra ranks
“First” Nationalwide in local-based thermal
electricity as well as nuclear electricity
generation with the national market shares
of over 13% and 17% respectively.

Mahrashtra is also introducing
Jatropha cultivation and has started a project
for the identification of suitable sites for
Jatropha planations “Ralegaon Sidhhi” is a
village in Ahmednagar District that is
considered a model of environmental
conservation. Prominent Indian and foreign
automobile makers such as Tata Motars,
Mahindra an Mahindra, Mercedes Benz, Audi,
Skoda Auto, Fiat, General Motors and
Volkswagen are also either based in or have
a manufacturing presence in Maharashtra.
Government :-

Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha election
results since 1990 like all state in India, the
nominal head of the state is the Governor,
appointed by the union Government. The
Goveernor’s post is largely ceremonial.

The chief Minister is the bead of
Government and is vested with the most of
the executive powers. Maharashtra legislature
is bicameral one of the few states in India to
have bicameral type. The vidhansabha
(Legislative Assembly) is the lower house



consisting of directly elected members. The
chief minister is chosen by the members of
the vidhansabha. The vidhan parishad
(Legislative Council) is the upper house whose
members are indirectly voted through an
electoral college.

Mahrashtra is allocated Nineteen
seats in the “Rajya Sabha” and Forty eight in
the Loksabha” , India’s national Parliament.

The capital city ‘Mumbai is home to
vidhan Sabha’ the state assembly and
‘Mantralaya’, the administrative offices of the
government. After India’s independence, most
of the Maharashtra’s political history was
dominated by the ‘Indian national congress’.
Maharashtra be came a bastion of the
congress party producing stalwarts such as
Y.B. Chavan. One of it's prominent chief
minister. After a split into the Congress party,
former chief minister Sharad Pawar formed
the National . Congress party(NCP). The 2004
election saw the NCP gaining the largest
number of seats to become the state’s largest
party, eroding much of the Shivsena’s base
under a pre-poll power sharing agreement,
the Chief Minister would be from the Congress
while the Deputy Minister would be from the
NCP, Prithviraj Chavan is the current Chief
Minister & Ajit Pawar is the Deputy Chief
Minister. Now New Mumbai is home to two
prominent research institution : The Tata
Institution of Fundamental Research (TIFR)
& the Bhabha Atomic Research Central
(BARC).

ILS Law college, established by the
Indian Law society is one of the top ten law
schools in India. Established medical schools
such as the armed forces Medical college and
Byramjee Jeejeebhoy medical college train
students from all over Maharshtra and Indian
and are amongst the top medical colleges in
India. Military Nursing college ranks among
the top nursing colleges in the world. University
of Nagpur, established in 1923, one of the
oldest universities in India, manages more
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than24 engineering colleges in the arts and
commerce faculties. Nagpur is also the home
for national fire institution.

Demographics :-

As per the 2001 census, Maharashtra
has a population of 96,752,247 inhabitants
making it the ™ Second” most populous state
in India, and the second most6 populous
country subdivision in existence, and 3™ ever
after the Russian SFSR of the former soviet
union. The Marathi speaking population of
Maharshtra numbers 62,481,681 according to
the 2001 census. Only eleven countries of the
world have a population greater than
Maharashtra, male constitute 50.3 million and
females 546.4 million. Maharashtra’s urban
population stands at 42.4%. Its sex ratio is
922 females and 1000 males.Marathi is the
official state language. In Mumbai and
suburban areas, apart from the native Marathi,
and English other languages are also spoken.
The total fertility rate is 2001 was 2.23. Hindus
—2.09, Muslims —2.49, Christians — 1.41, Jains
— 1.41, Sikh — 1.57, Buddhist 2.24, others
2.25, tribal — 3.14.

Religions :-

The majority of Marathi peoples are
Hindus form 82.2% of the total population and
Hinduism plays important role in
Maharashtraian people in there day to day life.
Krishna in the form of vithal is the most
popular deity amongst Marathi Hindus. The
public Ganesh festival started by Lokmanya
Tilak in the late 19* century is very popular.

Chritians account for 3% of
Maharashtra’s population. Most Marathi
Buddhists are followers of Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Buddhist accounts nearly 7%
in Maharashtra’s total population.

Muslims belong mostly to the sufi
tradition. Parsi mainly found in Mumbai.
Festivals :-

Ganesh Chaturthi festival, a popular
festival in the state. Lord Ganesha’s devotion
is celebrated by Ganesha Chaturthi in Agust
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September of every year. Lal Baugeha Raja,
Shri Siddhi Vinayak Temple, Shri Ashtavinak
are the major holy places for Maharashtrian
festivals like, Lord Shiva in Mahashivratri. Lord
Krishna’s in Gokul Astami.The Dahi-Handi is
also observed on many places. Lord Krishna
devotion are also celegrated at Diuali.

The other festivals celebrate on the
large scales are Ramzan Eid, Bakri Eid,
navaratri, Holi,Diwali, on Dasra people cross
the borders of their places.

Languages :-

Marathi is the official language of
Maharashtra. According to 2001 census, it is
mother tongue of 68.89% of the population.
Other languages which are mother tongue of
the people are as follows.

Marathi Hindi
Urdu Gujarat
Kannada Tamil
Telugu.

Divisions and region :-

Maharashtra is divided into six
revenue divisions, which are further divided
into thirty five districts. These thirty five
districts are divided into log sub-divisions of
the district and 357 talukas.

Division:-

The six administrative division in
Maharashtra state are Amravati,
Aurangabad, Kokan, Nagpur, Nashik and
Pune division.

Division Districts
Mumbai (Konkan) Mumbai, Mumbai
suburban, Thane, Raigad,Ratnagiri and
Sindhdurg.

Pune : Pune, Satara, Sangli, Solapur and
Kolhapur

Nashik : Nashik, Dhule, Talgaon,
Ahmednagar & Nandurbar

Aurangabad : Aurangabad,Jalna, Latur,
nanded, Osmanabad, Parbhani, Hingoli & Beed
Amravati : Amravati,Akola, Washim,
Buldhana and Yavatmal

Nagpur : Nagpur, Chandrpur, Wardha,
Bhandara, Gondia & Gadchiroli

Regions:-

Geographically, Historically and
according to political sentiments.Maharshtra
has five main regions.

Vidarbha Region : (Nagpur and Amravati
division)

Marathwada Regin : (Aurangabad division)
Khandesh and Northen Maharashtra Region
(Nashik division)

Desh or Western Maharashtra Region
(Pune division) & Konkan Region :
(Konkan dvision)

The state capital Mumbai city and
Mumbai suburban area are the parts of the
konkan division.

Border dispute:-

Maharashtra has a border dispute
with neighboring state of Karnataka over the
district of Belgaum. Speaking Marathi, since
then, Maharashtra has continued to claim the
district.

Principal Urban agglomerations:-

Maharashtra has one of the highest
level of urbanization of all Indian states. The
mountainous topography and soil are not as
suitable for intensive agriculture. Mumbai is
the state capital with a population of
approximately 15.2 million people. The other
large cities are as follows.

Mumbai:-

Mumbai is the financial & capital of
city of India and is the administrative capital
of maahrashtra. It offers a lifestyle that is
rich, cosmopolitan and diverse, with a variety
of food, entertainment and night life.
chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport
(CSIA) in Mumbai is the biggest and the
second busiest in India. The new airport, Navi
Mumbai International Airport coming up at
Panvel. Navi Mumbai will be the all modern
and state of art facility airport in India.



Pune:-

Pune, the second largest city in
Maharashtra and eight largest in India, is the
state’s cultural and heritage capital with a
population of 4.5 million people about 170 km
from Mumbai by road, pune was the bastion
of the Marathwada empire. ‘Ganeshotsava’ a
festival of Lorad Ganesh is celebrated in Pune.
Pune is connected to Mumbai by the Mumbai-
Pune Expressway.

Nagpur:-

Itis third largest city in maharashtra
in 1950 Nagpur became the capital of Madhya
Pradesh. Nagpur was described by the first
prime minister of India Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru,
as “Heart of India”. nagpur is the nerve centre
of vidarbha.

Nagpur — the orange city as is known
is located in the centre of the country and is
also a geographical centre of India, with a
population of about 2.4 million people. It is
also second administrative capital of
Maharashtra. Nagpur is a growing industrial
centre and the home of several industries,
ranging from food products and chemicals to
electrical and transport equipment. The
maintenance command of India Air Force is
located in nagpur. The ‘Zero Mile Stone’ or
geographical centre of India is located in
nagpur. Nashik is known for it's pleasant
climate co-existing with fast development.
Nashik:-

It is the one of the largest and highly
industrial cities in the Maharashtra. One of holy
city of Hindu tradition. Nashik lies on the banks
of the sacred river Godavari and has a
population of about 1.6 millions people. Nashik
is also a templetown, with over 200 temples.
Nashik today is rapidly developing in it's
industries, pharmaceuticals and
westernization. It is also famous for it's
pleasant and cool climate nashik is also an
educational hub.

Aurangabad:-

The name Aurangabad is came from
Aurangazeb is a mughal emporer, is a city in
Aurangaabad district, Maharashtra, India. The
city is a tourist hub, surrounded with many

95

historical monuments including the Ajanta
caves and Ellora Caves, and Bibi ka Magbara.
The administrative headquarter of the
Aurangabad division. Aurangabad is said to
be a ‘city of Gates’ as one can not miss the
strong presence of these as one drives
through the city. Aurangabad is also one of
the fastest growing cities in the world.
Sangli:-

The ‘Turmeric City’ of India is the
largest trade centre for turmeric in the country,
situated on the banks of river Krinsha. Sangli
is famous for it's grapes and wine industry.
Miraj is known for Indian classical musical
instruments exported all over the world.
Ganapati Temple of sangli from all over India.
Sangli is well known for it's Sugar factories
and dairy farms.

Transport:-

Chhatrapati Shivaji International
Airport, the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, is
a key railway station and a UNESCO wold
Heritage site.Maharashtra has the largest road
network in India at 267452 km. The length of
national Highways in Maharashtra is 3688 km.
The India Railways covers most of the
transport over long distance. The Maharashtra
state road transport corporation runs buses,
popularly called as “ST” for state transport,
linking most of the towns and villages in and
around the stae with a large network of
operation. In addition to the government run
buses, private run luxury buses are also a
popular mode of transport between major
towns.

Pune has a civilian enclave
international airport with flights to Dubai,
Frankfurt and singapuore, Aurangabad airport
has recently been ungraded to an
international airport with flight connecting to
Jeddab. Nagpur too has an international
airport.

The Yeshwantrao Chavan Mumbai
Pune express way, the first access controlled
tolled road project in India also exists within
the state Maharashtra has ‘3’ major ports at
Mumbai, the JNPT lying across the Mumbai
our in Navi Mumbai and in Ratnagiri, which

. TR0 AIPBic 2090-99 (FAUTHEIGHAT FERTE) +.eunnneeeerrnnnnnnneeeeeeeennnnnnnns



. TR0 A PBIch 2090-99 (FAUTHEICHAT FHERTE) -.euuneeeeernnrnnineeeeeeennnnnnnnns

a1

handles the export of ores mined in
Maharashtra hinterland.
Culture:-

Marathi is the official language of
Maaharashtra. Maharashtra take great pride
in their language and history, particularly the
Maratha empire is founder Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj is considered a folk hero across India.
About 80% of Maharashtra are Hindu & there
are significant Muslim, Christian and Buddhist
minorities. There are many temples in
Maharashtra. Some of them being hundreds
of years old. These temples are constructed
in a fusion of architectural styles borrowed
from North an South. The Buddhist temples
including the ones at Ajanta.

Other important religions temples are
the Ashtavinayaka temples of Lord Ganesha,
Bhimashankar which one of the Jyotirling.
Ajanta and Ellora caves near Aurangabad as
well as Elephanta caves near Mumbai.

Mughual architecture can be seen is
the tomb of the wife of Aurangzeb called as
“Bibi ka Magbara”, located at Aurangabad.
Maharashtra has a large number of hill, land
and sea forts. Forts have played an important
orle in history of Maharashtra. Some o the
importants forts in Maharashtra are Raigad,
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Vijayadurg, Pratapgarh, Sinhgarh.
“Boolywood” is based in Mumbai, Maharashtra
like other states of India, has it's own folk
music. The folk music viz.Gondhal, Lavani,
Bharud and Povada are popular especial in
rural areas, while the common forms of music
from the Hindi and Marathi film industry are
favored in urban areas.

One Marathi film industry was once
placed in Kolhapur. The pioneer of Indian
movie industry, Bharat Ratna Shri Dada Saheb
Phalke, producer and director V.Shantaram,
B.R.Chopra, Shakti Samanta, Raj Kapoor,
Form a new names of Hindi film. In easter
Maharashtra, the diet is based more on
wheat, jawar and bajra.Chicken & Mutton are
also widely used for variety of cuisines.

Women traditionally wear a nine yard
or five yard sari and men a Dhoti or Pajama
with a shirt. This, however, is changing with
women in Maharashtra wearing Punjabi
dresses, consisting of a salwar and kurta,
while men wear trousers and a shirt. The
cricket craze can be seen throughout
Maharashtra, as it is most widely followed &
played sportKabbadi and hockey are also
played with fervor. Children’s game include
Gilli-Danda and Pakada-Pakadi (tag)
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Baba Amte was born in 26 Dec. 1914. He
established the Anandvan Ashram, bringing
happiness into the lives of the lepers. He was
born in Wardha district and named Murlidhar
Devidas Amte. He completed his college
education in Nagpur acquiring his Bachelor of
Arts degree in the year 1934 and Bachelor of
Labour Law in 1936. Between 1949 and 1950,
he also completed his study on diagnosis of
leprosy.

Inspired by Gandhiji's thoughts while
residing in Gandhiji's sevagram Ashram, Baba
Amte joined the struggle for independence. He
was imprisioned for twenty-one days in 1943
for loud public proclamation of Vande Mataram.
After independence, along with the work on
eradicating leprosy he also worked through
various ways like staging protests and registering
his opinions for resolving issues important for the
nation. He had the courage to visit Punjab when
it was struck by terrorists and reassure the
residents of Punjab that the rest of the country
was with them. He had discussions with a number
of leaders and citizens. He started the Bharatjodo
(Unite India) movement to spread the message
of national unity and traversed the entire
country to reach this message to every citizen.
he camped on the banks of the river Narmada
for twelve straight year’s to support the Narmada
Bachao Andolan (Save Narmada Movement).

With the attitude of facing exigencies
head on, he took the challenging oath to serve
the people suffering from the terrifying disease
of leprosy. From this self-inspiration, he
established the Anandvan Ashram in varrora in
Chandrapur taluka in 1951. A leper’s life is deadlier
than death and scarier than a grave. Baba Amte
toiled hard not to only make every leper’s life
comfortable through serving and nurturing each
on personally, but also to make them
independent. His perspective of considering
everyone equal found shelter for people of all
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The Legend of Social work
- Priyanka Pralhadrao Mane

religions in his Ashram. Along with lepers the
Ashram also has schools for the blind and the
deaf. He established hospitals and other
appropriate facilities for the treatment, training
and rehabilitation of lepers; he also established
a college for the advanced education. He
showed the path of financial independence by
starting training in handloom, carpentry, iron
smithy etc. for the old and associated cottage
industries like dairy works, cattle rearing, poultry,
sheep rearing etc.

He started the lok Biradari (People’s
community) project in Hemalkasa in Bhamragad
taluka for the development of the tribal
community. His son, Dr. Prakash and his daughter
in law Dr. Manda Atme have been ably managing
this project for the last 35 years. under this
project, the tribal people are tought modern
techniques of farming. There are numerous
other projects functioning successfully at
Hemalkasa like schools, and old age home named
as uttarayan.

Baba Amte has been honoured with
numerable national and international awards like
Padmashri, Padmavibhushan, Maharashtra
Bhusan, Raman Magsaysay Award, Templeton
Award, The International Gandhi Peace Award,
J. D. Birla International Award, Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Award. Dr. Prakash and Manda Amte
have also been awarded the Raman Magsaysay
Award in August 2008. This great unique saint
has utilized all the money received through the
awards for his services to the society.

If Baba Amte was not a social activist,
he would have been an excellent and talented
littérateur. Baba Amte would say our work is a
poem in action! His creativity imparted an
aesthetic quality to his construction work.

He has made a success of all his
endeavors through his endurance, courage,
tremendous capacity for physical and mental
labour, tremendous tempo of work, an attitude
to follow through on decisions, ability and skill of
management and administration and endless
inspiration.

This great saintly activist, who took the
society’s rejects under his wing to give them a
new lease of life, passed away in February 2008.
The next generation (Dr. Vikas, Dr. Prakash Amte
and their families) is working with the same
dedication and consistent zeal on the on going

project.
Baba Amte died in 9 Feb 2008.
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Aim of Education

Some people think the aim of education is
merely to give knowledge. These people want
students to read books, books only and do
nothing else but add to their knowledge.
Others believe that knowledge alone is not
enough; only that which enables a man to
earn his living can be called education. Such
people think that bread is more important than
anything else. Still others believe that
education should aim solely at making good
patriots. All these people see only one of the
several purposes of education. As a matter
of fact, education should aim at all these three
things together. It should give men knowledge;
make them self reliant and able to serve
others. Education should not produce citizens
who, while they love their own freedom, take
away the freedom of others. It should produce
men who love their own country but who do
not want to harm others.

Education is becoming increasingly
international. Not only are the materials
becoming more influenced by the rich
international environment, but exchanges
among students at all levels are also playing
an increasingly important role. Studying
abroad helps us understand what we really
are and what we are made of. By immersing
our self in a different deep rooted culture.
We learn to adopt to a new environment,
become more intuitive, resourceful and more
tolerant. It will help us prepare our life to face
the real world, juggle the hectic career life
and family as an independent and self
sufficient individual. We will be surprised to
find the new challenges we have to face in
our everyday situations. Not only do we have
to learn new ways of operating things but we
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also have a language barrier to overcome.
This will bring about a positive change in our
lives. Another very important advantage of
international education is that we get a chance
to add an internationally accepted degree fro
a renowned university our academic credit.

The potential employees will be
impressed that we not only have unique
perspective about our own culture but a
different culture as well. Overseas studies
have given us the courage to take risks as
and when needed. All these qualities will
appeal well to an employee. Moreover, most
of the companies maintain good international
relationships and hence an international
degree will always be an inherent benefit on
our behalf’s.

Though not many but still the
international education do have its
disadvantages. Firstly not everyone will have
the financial background to pay for high tuition
fee and at the same time cover all the living
expenses for the entire period of study. But
this problem can be solved to a great extent
if the universities could grant sufficient
scholarships to the needy. Secondly, there is
a matter of brain drain. Most of the developing
countries like India do not have many
renowned institutions to their credit. Hence
they often lose their young talented brains
to other countries where the quality of
education and new standard of living allures
them to abandon their native countries
forever.

If the disadvantages are taken care
then there is no doubt that international
education will benefit the student from any
walks of life.



Jyotiba Phule’s full name was Jyotiba
Govindrao Phule. He was born on 11% April

1827 in Pune, Maharashtra. He was a
prominent activist, thinker and social reformer
from the Indian state of Maharashtra during
the 19™ century. During his time, he tried
bringing in positive renovations in the spheres
of education, agriculture, caste system, social
position of women etc.

Everything that Jyotirao Govindrao
Phule, ever did, he’'s most remembered for
his selfless service to educate women and
lower caste people.

Jyotiba, who after educating his wife,
opened the first school for girls in India in
August 1848. Later on, Phule set up the Satya
Shodhak Samaj or the society of seekers of
truth along with Jyotirao, who was made its
first president and treasurer in 1873.

The real aim of this institute was to
prevent exploitation and misbehavior to people
from the low caste shudra at the hands of the
upper class Brahmins in the society.
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Jyotiba Phule

- Ashok Balasaheb Kale

Due to his relentless struggle to
derive justice and equal right for the farmers
and the lower caste Jyotirao Phule is regarded
as one of the most significant figure in the
social reform movement in Maharshtra state
during his time. Phule himself belonged to a
humble family from the Mali caste in the city
of Pune. His father Govindrao was a
vegetable- vendor, where as his mother died
when he was just nine month old. The life
history of Jyotirao Phule took a meaningful
turn after his intelligence was detected by his
Muslim and Christian neighbours who
convinced his father to allow him to study at
the local Scottish Missions High School Highly
Swayed by Thomas Paine’s book “Rights of
Man” Phule developed an impeccable sense
of social justice and grew passionately critical
of the Indian caste system.

Interesting, Mahatma Phule nurtured
a favorable perspective on the British Rule in
India because he thought it at least introduced
the modern notions of justice and equality
into the Indian society. Phule vehemently
advocated widow remarriage and even got a
home built for housing upper caste widows
during 1854. In order to set an example
before the people, he opened his own house
and let all make use of the well water without
any prejudice.
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Every state in India is known for its specific
sport. The sports are very important part of
culture of any region. Kabaddi, Hockey, Kho-
Kho, Badmintion, Cricket and table tennis are
the popular sports of Maharashtra. However,
several other sports are also played in
Maharashtra. During the ancient times, Horse
Riding, Wresting, Fencing, Archery and
Shooting were popular among the rulers of
Maharashtra. Now a days, cricket, hockey and
football are commonly played in Maharashtra.
The cricket has attracted great popularity
through out the country and Maharashtra is
not an exception to that. In fact, cricket is a
religion of sports in Maharshtra and during
important one day internationals or test
matches where Inida takes part, the
excitement reaches a crescendo of sports.
Mahasrashtra has produced a number of
eminent cricketers of international and
national statures like Sunil Gavaskar, Sachin
Tendulkar, Vinod Kambli, Pravin Amre, Ajit
Agarkar, Eknath Solkar, Chandu Borde and Ravi
Shastri. They have left their lasting impressions
in the Indian cricket scenario. Sachin Tendulkar
is known as the Master-blaster. There are
international cricket stadiums in Maharashtra
such as Wankhede stadium at Mumbai, Nehru
stadium at Pune and V.C.A. stadium at Nagpur.
Hockey is the national game of India. It is
played throughout the country. Many
Maharashtrain hockey players have also
contributed to India’s rich hockey legacy.
There are many hockey clubs in Maharashtra.
From here the talented players are scouted
for the national level hockey team. Many
Maharshtrian players have been selected in
the national hockey team of India and they
have proved their talent there. Tushar
Khandekar is referred to as ‘The Goal
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- Vaibhav Sudamrao Vaidya

Poacher’. kabaddi is also one of the favourite
sports of Maharashtra. Many players from
Maharashtra have played in the national
Kabaddi team. Table tennis is an indoor sport,
commonly played in Maharashtra. There are
many table tennis clubs in Maharashtra and
many tournaments are held in the different
regions of Maharashtra.

Kho-Kho is also very popular among
the girls of Maharashtra chess is another of
important sports of Maharashtra. The state
has many great chess players. Pravin Thipsay
is the chess Grandmaster. Other eminent
chess players of the state who have made
their marks in the national arena are
Bhagyashree Thipsay. Rohini Khandilkar,
Abhijit Kunte and Narayanrao Joshi.
Maharashtra is not behind in tennis. Gaurav
Natekar is the famous former Davis Cup player.
A former badminton champion, Nandu Natekar
is first Indian to win a badminton title abroad.
He won the men's singles title in the Selangor
International Tournament, held in Kulala
Lampur in 1956. Nikhil Kanetkar and Aparna
Popat are other great badminton players
hailing from this state. Wrestling is a very
popular sport of Maharashtra even in the era
of cricket, it has maintained its popularity,
especially in the rural regions of Maharashtra.
Kolhapur district is well-known for wrestling.
Khashaba Jadhav was a famous Wrestler from
Maharashtra. He was the Indian of
independent India to win Olympic medal in
an individual sport. He won a bronze medal
in the 1952 Helsinki Olympics. As Maharashtra
is the region of mountains and hills, adventure
sports like trekking and mountaineering are
very popular in Maharashtra. There are many
trekking groups that arrange many thrilling
treks every year. Surendra Chavan is the
Maharashtrian to climb the Mount Everest.
The games like Viti-Dandu and Pakada-Pakadi
(Tag) are popular among the children of
Maharashtra.



Development of Women
- Shweta Shripadrao Kulkarni

India is the world’s largest democracy where
1,186,200,000 people live and almost half of
the female that is women. They are
responsible for looking after the family at home
even while working shoulder to shoulder with
men in fields. Factories, constructions site,
educational institutes.

Women bear responsibility of feeding
the family as well as earning. The position of
women in society was very high & they were
regarded as equal partners with men in all
respects who had not heard of maitreyi, Gargi,
Sati, Anusaya and Sita.

As first many prominent women
played a leading role in the freedom
movement. Indian women have won their
political economic and social rights.

Now the women'’s ability is increased
about educating, no lives without education.
She thinks, she wants knowledge. And a major
task for the educated Indian women today is
to make reality catch with the opportunity and
she did make gold of every opportunity.

The living standard of women is
increased as compare to first women. For that
she is looking nice and no one woman's are
back in any field. In every field women is
present and they are doing perfect. So for
that I want to say “With considerable
confidence that I am proud of the women of
India. I am proud of their beauty, grace,
charm, shyness, modesty, Intelligence and
their spirit of sacrifice.

I salute the Indian women. And I
think every man should salute the women and
teach from their good thinking.

History of Maharashtra
- Shradha S.Tripathi

Maharashtra is located in the western region
of India. It is India’s third largest state with
respect to size and the 2nd largest populated
state. Mumbai a cosmopolitan city, is the
capital of Maharashtra. It is said to be the
entertainment and financial capital of India.

History of Maharashtra date back to
the acient times. The recorded history of
Maharashtra dates to the third century B.C.
and during those days. Ashoka used to rule
this region as a part of the Mauryan Empire.
After the decline of the Mauryan dynasty, the
Satavahanas ruled Maharashtra during 230
BC to 225 AD. During their reign, Maharashtra
saw great cultural development. The official
language of Satavahanas was Maharashtri,
which gradually evolved over centuries to take
the shape of modern day Marathi.
Gautamiputra Satkrani, one of the famous
rulers of the Satavahanas dynasty, is credited
with starting the shalivahanan era; a calendar
which is still in usage among a section of the
Marathi people. Varatas, the Rashtrakutas,
Ralachuris. Chalukyas and the Yadavas
fallowed the Satavahanas, and they
established their successive regimes in the
region.

From 753 AD to 973 AD, the region
was ruled by the Rashtrakutas, and then by
the Chalukas of Badami. By 1189, Maharashtra
was being governed by the Yadavas of Devgir.
The Chinese traveler, Iduen Tsang, visited
Maharashtra in 640-641 AD. Ide was very
impressed by the prosperity, administration
and the character of its local people. The Delhi
Sultanate rulers, Ala-Ud-Din Khilji and
Muhammad Bin Tughluq captured some parts
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of the Deccan in the 13t century and ruled
over Mahrashtra. In 1347, the Bahmani
Sultanate of Bijapur took the possession of
this region and governed for the next 150
years. During the 16 ™ century, the central
part of Maharashtra was ruled by the mughals
such as Adilshah, Qutubshah and Nizamshah
and the coastal region by the Portuguese. In
the beginning of the 17" century, Marathas
began to gain political prominence. Shahaji
Bhosale, a local general of great ambitions,
attempted to establish his independent rule
over Maharashtra. His ambitious son, Shivaji
Bhosale was successful to govern the state.
Chhatrapati Raje Shivaji Bhosale was crouned
as the king in 1674. Shivaji continuously
battled with imperialistic designs of the
Mughal emperors such as Adilshah and
Aurangzeb.

Shivaji Raje was the most popular,
respected and successful king in the history
of Maharashtra. Shivaji’s grandson Shahuji
Bhosle got to his throne with the help of Balaji
Vishwanath, who outwitted and
outmaneuvered Raje Sambhaji.II-Shahuji’s
competitor to the Maratha throne, and son of
Shahuiji’s aunt Tarabai.

Raje Sambhaji's II was guided by
Tarabai herself, who had set up a competing
kingdom. But Balaji Vishwanath’s ingenuity
got the better of the two and Shahuji to
eventually got his legitimate rule. Balaji
Vishwanath later became Peshwa or Prime
Minister to Shahuji Bhosle and started having
a lot of say in the politics, economy and
defence of the state. Shahu Bhosle is also
responsible for starting a hereditary lineage
of Peshws. Balaji Vishwanath's son Bajirao
I, whom Shahu Bhosle appointed as the
successor Peshwa following Balaji
Vishwanath’s death, controlled Shahu Bhosle
and Maharashtra from 1721 to 1740. After
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Shahuji's death in 1749, peshwas took
absolute control of all aspects of governance.
After the defeat in the Third Battle of Panipat
in 1761 from Ahamad shah Abdali, the
Maratha confederacy was disintegrated into
regional kingdoms. After Panipat, the ex-
generals of Peshwa governed the little
kingdoms they were offered. However, the
Peshwa family continued to rule Pune. After
the arrival of the British East India Company,
there were three wars fought between the
British and Marathas between 1777 and 1818,
which eventually resulted in establishing
company'’s rule in Maharashtra. These wars
are known in history as Anglo-Maratha Wars.
The British ruled the region as a part
of the Bombay presidency. However,
numerous Marathas state remained as
princely states, who owed their allegiance to
the British crown. The British rule was marked
by several social reforms, improvement in the
infrastructure, and also a lat of discriminatory
policies, which sparked opposition and
resentment from various sections of the
Maratha society. At the beginning of the 20t
century, the struggle for independence was
started by many revolutionaries. Among the
important Maratha freedom fighters, the
names of Bal Gangadhar Tilak and the
Ghapekar Brothers deserve special mentions.
After the Indian independence in 1947,
western Maharashtra and Gujarat were
combined as Bombay state. In 1956, the
geography of Bombay state was increased
with the inclusion of the predominantly
Marathi speacking regions of Marathwada,
from the erstwhile Hydrabad state, and the
Vidarbha region from Madhya Pradesh. In
1960, the Gujarati and Marathi linguistic areas
of the former Bombay state were separated,
and the present Maharashtra state came into
being.
EER



Dances of Maharashtra

Maharashtra is famous for its vibrant music
and folk Dances such as Lavanis, Gondhals,
Bharuds and Povadas. The religious festivals
of Maaharashtra are great occasions for social
entertainment.

Various Flok Dances of Maharashtra
that are performed during the festivals or
special occasions represent its rich cultural
heritage Lavani.

Lavani is supposed to be the identity
of Maharashtra. It is one of the most favorite
dances of Maharashtra it is a combination of
traditional on the enchanting rhythm of Drum
like instrument called as Dholak.

Attractive women wearing the nine-
yard Saris perform this dance. They take spiral
movements on the pulsating beats of the
traditional music.

The word Lavani is originated from
‘Lavanya’ which translates into Beauty. Earlier,
this art was associated with varies subjects
and matters such as society, politics, religion,
romance, etc. During the 18 and the 19"
century, it became popular as a form of
entertainment and morale booster for the tired
soldiers in Maratha battle.

There is a great contribution of many
popular Marathi poets like Ram Joshi, Honaji
Bala, Prabhakar, etc. in enhancing the
popularity of this song and Dance form.

Dhangari Gaja, this Dance form is
performed by the Dhangars in Solapur district.
The Dhangaras rear the goats and sheep, and
earn their living through it. Their poetry is
inspired by the surrounding evergreen trees,
and is rendered in the form of couplets called
as“ovi” these poems also narrate the stories
related to the Birth of their God ‘Biroba’. The
purpose of the Dhangari Gaja Dance is to
piease their God and gains his blessings. The
Dhangaras wear the traditional Marathi
dresses such as Angarakhas, Dhoti, Pheta and
Colorful hand kerchiefs while performing the
dances. The group of Dances on the rhythm
of Drums, Surrounding the Drum players.

- Alluddin Musakhan Pathan

Koli Dance is the most popula in
kokan. it is related to the fisher folk of
Maharashtra, who are called Kolis in Marathi.
These Kolis are popular for their unique
identity and lively dances. Their Dances
represent their occupation. This type of Dance
is represented by both men and women.
While dancing they are divided in the groups
of two. These fishermen display the
movements of waves and casting of the nets
during their Koli Dance performances.

Povadas are the Marathi ballads that
describe the events in the life of the great
Maharashtraian king Chhatrapati Shri Shivaji
Maharaj. Shivaji Maharaj holds a highly
revered position. Among the Marathas. They
remember their great hero through these
povadas.

Tamasha is one of the most popular
forms of folk theater in Maharashtra. The
word Tamasha is derived from Persion
language which means entertainment or fun.
It is associated with Mahar and Kothari
communities and is a combination of various
influences. Some believe that this form of folk
theatre was inspired by two form of Sanskrit
Drama such as the Bhana and the Prahsana.
The Love songs are the sound of Tamasha.
The main Indian instruments used for
Tamasha are the Dholki drum, Manjeera
Cymbals, Tuntuni the Meatal triangle called
as Kade, Halgi, Ghunghroos, the Lezim and
the Harmonium.

This type of dance-drama form was
developed in the 16™ century. The folk dances
of Maharashtra are mainly seen in the rural
areas. Various folk dances are performed
during the festive occasions. They carray the
fragrance of the rustic Maharashtra. Dindi is
a religious folk dance of Maharashtra, which
describes the playful attitude of Lord Krishna.
Another folk dance called Kala also represents
the joy alls mood of Lord Krishna. It features
a pot that symbolizes the fertility

EER
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Costumes of Maharashtra

It can be said that costumes of Maharashtra
truly identity of a typical Maharashtrian
culture. A nine yard Sari is a traditional
costume of its women, and Dhoti and Shirt is
the traditional costume of its men folk.
Maharashtra has a vast textile history which
has contributed to its rich variety of costumes.
Pune, Paithan and Kolhapur are some of the
ideal places to shop for typical Maharashtrian
clothing costumes of women. However, now
a days with the advent of modern and
cosmopolitan fashion trends, the nine yard
sari is mostly worn by old ladies of previous
generations. They call the Sari as Sadi or
Lugade. It converse about half the length of
the back. Its width varies between 42 to 45
inches and it has two length wise bordered
called as ‘Kanath’ or ‘Kinar’ it has also two
borders breath wise at both the ends. Which
is called as ‘Padar’ one side is more decorated
than the other. All classes of womans wear
this lugade with the hind pleats Which are
tucked into the waist at the centre of backside.
The decorated end is thrown over the left
shoulder. The traditional Maharashtrian
accompaniment with nine yard Saree is the
Choli. The ladies allow it to cover their breast
and back over the head. The Sarees are made
from cotton or silk. There are different types
of sarees such as Paithani, Narayanpethi,
Irakali, Ichalkaranji, Banarasi, Chanderi,
Kanjivaram etc. depending upon the material
used and types of kanth and padar. The Sarees
of five and six yards have become popular
among the fashionable young ladies of
Maharashtra in the urban areas. These types
of sarees are worn over the parkar or ghagara
popularly known as petticoat. The old
fashioned choli are now replaced by the
blouses and polkas. The cholis are modified
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into the blouses, with close fitting sleeves up
to the elbow and low cut necks.

Costumes of Men :-

The Dhoti and Shirt is a very popular
costumes of men the typical Maratha Dhoti
is made from cotton cloth and generally
varies from 2.5 — 3 meter in length. It is with
or without borders on both the side. The
headdress is freshly folded turban known as
pheta or a folded cap of silk, cotton or woolen
fabric. The pre-formed turban known as
pagadi is rarely seen in the present days.
Sometimes, a jacket is worn over the shirt.
It is known as bandi. There is no specific
dress for the festival. Anybody can wear the
clothes that he or she can offered for the
ceremonies and festivals, the man prefer the
Indian style clothes such as Chudidar Pyjama
or Survar.

Some women like to wear the nine
yards sari with nath or nose ring, and various
neckless like the Kolhapuri Saaj, Bangdya,
Patlaya, and Tode. However, the western
culture has made its presence felt through
out the country and Maharashtra is not an
exception to that we can find shifts in fashion
in Maharashtra. Traditional, costumes of
Maharashtra are replaced by the stylish
western clothes.

Maharashtra’s capital, Mumbai is a
cosmopolitan city since the turn of the last
country. Hence, gradually the trend of wearing
nine yard saree is becoming outdated. Most
of the college girls are seen in the western
clothes such as jeans, shirts and skirt-top.
The Punjabi dress of Salvaar Kameez is also
popular among. The young girls as well as
married ladies.



The tourists of Maharashtra are sure to have
a treat with its delectable cuisines. The
cuisines of Maharashtra are greatly influenced
by the crops grown in its different regions
and landscapes. It covers a wide variety;
ranging from very mild to extremely spicy
dishes. Now days, Maharashtrian cuisine has
attracted popularity all to extremely spicy
dishes all over India. However Maharashtra
is not only popular for its delicious food, but
also for the hospitality. Rice, Wheat, Jawar,
Lentils, Fruits and Vegetables are the major
components of the cosines of Maharashtra.
Aamrus and Puran Poli are some of the
popular dishes of this state. Puran Poli is a
home made bread or Roti, Stuffed with a

- Pathan Muddasir Khan

mixture of jaggery and gram flour. The daily
meal of the Maharashtrian people includes poli
or chapatti, made from the wheat flour, and
bhakri made from jawar or bajra and rise.
Generally, the poli and bhakri are
eaten with bhaji and rice is eaten with pulses.
The bhaji is a vegetarian dish prepared from
the vegetables, by adding some spices, along
with garlic; onion, red chili powder, ginger,
mustard and green chilies, the dishes are
prepared using the peanut oil, and peanuts
and cashew nutshave wide usage in various
dishes. The non vegetarian dishes include
mutton, usually of sheep, lamb or goat,
chicken, fish and other seafood’s. The kohlapuri
taambda rassa and pandhra rassa made from
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mutton and chicken, and Vidarbha’s Varhadi
rassa are very popular through out
Maharashtra. The coastal regions of Konkan
is very popular for delicious fish and seafood
dishes. Jaggery and tamarind are also used
in most of the vegetable dishes. Crabs,
Prawns and Lobsters are popular items of
non-vegetarian. Maharashtrain cuisines, but
the most popular seafood dishes of
Maharashtra are the Bombay duck. However,
it is not a duck; it is a type of fish.

Cuisines of Maharashtra also include
several snacks and side dishes, such as sol
kadhi prepared from kokam fruit and coconut
milk, chiwda, pohay, upma, suraliwadi, vada
pav, misalpav, matar usal pav, thalipeeth,
pavbhaji, sabudana khichadi, rice and dal,
khichadi, bakarwadi, bhadang, sheera, ukad,
ghavan and chana daliche, dheerde. They are
taken as appetizers or for breakfast. The
Maharashtrain cuisine also includes lots of
fritters. They are very crispy and mouth
watering. Some of the popular fritters are
kothimbirvadi, cabbage rools, kandabhaji,
Mirchi bhaji, batata bhaji, alu wada, sabudana
wada, batata wada, mung dal wade,
surandchi wadi, methi wade and bread
patties, along with routine dishes, the
Maharashtraian cusinine includes some fast

dishes also some of the popular fast food
dishes of the state are shevpuri, shel, dabeli,
panipuri, ragada pattice and dahipuri. The
vegetables and lentils are the integral part of
the cuisines of Maharashtra. The most
commonly consumed vegetable dishes are
batatyachi bhaji, bharli vangi, farasbichi bhaji,
palakachi takatti bhaji and kelphulachi bhaiji.
In Maharashtra, the soups are consumed
along with the main course of meals. Some
popular soups in Maharashtra are consumed
along with the main cause of meals. Some
popular soups in Maharashtra are sol-kadhi,
varan, tomato saar, kokan saar, amti and
kadhi. The pickles are included in the meal
for the additional taste. The pickles are
prepared from many fruits. They are very
popular due to their attractive oily appearance
and spicy taste.Some of the famous pickles
are leman pickle, amla pickle, mango pickle,
fresh turmeric pickle, mustard pickle and clitly
pickle. A typical Maharashtra meal needs its
just desserts. The popular sweetmeats in
Maharashtra are puran poli, modak, karanji,
kanda, golabjaam, kheer, jelabi,
shankarpali,basundi, shrikhand, chirota,
aamrus, gulachi poli, and shikrand. These
items are prepared on the occasion of
festivals.
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